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Third District Meeting   
February 21 and 22, 2014 

Hosted by Fillmore Lions Club 
 
   This time our focus will be on Scouting, Camping, and our 
Troops.  Please see the list included in this newsletter of items 
that are needed by our troops.  We will have a presenter on “For 
our Troops” and we will collect items that will be sent to assist 
our troops who are deployed.   
 
   We will have a presentation on the Teresita Pines and Wrightwood Camps that Lions run 
through foundations.  Camping opportunities for our Youth Exchange students and children/
young people who are hearing impaired are just two programs the camps offer.  Additionally, 
Lions can visit the camps, stay overnight, and do work projects.  Come find out more. 
  
   Another focus will be on Scouting and Lions.  Scouts can earn badges for work with Lions 
and Lions can earn recognition for their work with scouting.  We will have at least one award 
winner present and hopefully more.  We are looking for Lions who have been working with 
Scouting – Boys and Girls – for 5 years or more and have been Lions for 5 years or more.  Let 
me know who fits this description in your Lions club by e-mailing me at 
dunlevy.margaret@gmail.com.  
  
   The Fillmore Lions will make this a fabulous experience, so please see the information in 
this newsletter and sign up right away!!!!  Please come and support District 4-A3.  Also, spe-
cial recognition will be given to new Lions and those attending a district meeting for the first 
time!!! 
 
See you all in Fillmore!! 
Margaret Dunlevy, District Governor 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

See District Meeting Hotel lnformation  
and Registration Form—Page 19-21 

Come and be 
“Loco Motiv ated”! 

mailto:dunlevy.margaret@gmail.com�


The Rose Parade 
Float 
   A great big thank to all 
the Lions of District 4-
A3 who came to Pasa-
dena to help with the 
construction of the Rose 
Parade float for Lions 

Clubs International.  We were all very moved by the theme of 
the float – Lions Built Mateo’s Dream – and the judges were 
moved to tears when they heard the story of Mateo and the park 
for children of all abilities.  International President Barry Palmer 
and Lion Anne were beaming when they rode past us on the 
parade route.  If you did not see our float because you were 
watching a broadcast from ABC, CBS, or NBC, you might, in 
the future, want to watch the parade on the Home and Gardens 
Channel (HGTV) or Los Angeles Channel 5 (KTLA) because 
they broadcast the whole parade without commercials and they 
show all of the parade entries. 
   Thanks to PDG Stan Sharpe for being our Lions Float, Inc., 
representative this year.  Stan has attended meetings for District 
4-A3, attended the Rose Parade luncheon for the queen and her 
court, and worked on the float on December 7th and December 
29th.  PDG Stan organized our crew and on Sunday, the 29th, and 
we had representatives from our clubs (from North to South) --  
Paso Robles, Paso Robles LEO Club, Morro Bay, Arroyo 
Grande, Santa Maria Noontimers, Orcutt, Lompoc, Ventura 
Downtown, Oxnard Channel Islands, Camarillo Amber’s Light, 
Camarillo-Somis-Pleasant Valley, Frontier LEO Club, and Simi 
Valley-Moorpark.  We had a total of 29 Lions, 14 LEOs, and 6 
friends of District 4-A3.  Working with us were 3 LEOs from 
South Pasadena and 3 from Blair High School LEO Club 
(Pasadena).  If I missed any clubs that helped with the float, 
please let me know and I will acknowledge you in the next 
newsletter.    
   I am sure that none of us will ever forget the experience of 
being part of such a momentous project.  This is the fourth time 
I have worked on the float and each year it has been an exciting, 
rewarding experience.  It is truly amazing what so many hands 
can do when they are all working towards a common goal.   
 
Membership 
   As we saw with the float, with the Lions’ worldwide response 
to the disaster in the Philippines, the Rim Fire in Yosemite and 
many other disasters, the more Lions who are involved, the 
greater the results!  Therefore, it is vital that we all work to keep 
our current members and work to bring in new hands to be part 
of this wonderful worldwide volunteer organization.  To that 
end, we are continuing to pursue campus clubs and other new 
club opportunities.   
   Lion Laura Selken has worked tirelessly to bring the Allan 
Hancock College Lions into Lions Clubs International.  We had 
a very successful fundraiser at Applebee’s on December 15th, 
and we are hoping to be able to send in the charter by the end of 
January.  Lions Joan Fletcher, Region I Chair and a member of 

the Santa Maria Valley Lions Club, and Bobby Doss of the 
Santa Maria Sunrisers have also been working to finalize this 
club.  I know that we will all keep working with these deter-
mined young Lions. 
   Additionally, we are pursuing two other campus clubs as the 
2nd semester nears its beginning.  Lions from Camarillo-Somis-
Pleasant Valley Club are working to begin recruiting members 
to a campus club at California State University Channel Is-
lands.  Also, Santa Barbara Host and Goleta are combining 
efforts to reach students at University of California, Santa Bar-
bara.  We are anxious to hear how they are progressing. 
   The Santa Maria Sunrisers (Lions Jose and Juanita Nichols 
and Lion Mario) and 2nd VDG Richard Davis have been work-
ing on re-establishing a club in Guadalupe. We need everyone 
to look for opportunities to charter new clubs and to re-
establish clubs that have folded.  Please consider the opportuni-
ties in your own area and let the District membership team 
know if you would like some help in working on starting a 
club.      
   We also cannot forget that as we all grow older, we need to 
keep bringing new Lions.  They may not always be younger, 
but they have new perspectives as they begin their Lions’ ca-
reers.  When we allow new ideas to be presented and work with 
our new Lions, they can bring us new, exciting projects and 
ways to improve our communities and our world.  Be sure to 
wear your Lions’ pin proudly!  Share what you do and ASK 
others to attend a project to see what Lions do in their commu-
nities!   
   Thank you so much for keeping District 4-A3 strong!  We 
need to work very hard to keep some of our struggling clubs 
going and assisting them in adding new members and develop-
ing projects they can do  with the help of other clubs or possi-
bly, even on their own.    
 
First Ever District Fundraiser a Great Success! 
   A huge thank you goes to the Amber’s Light Lions for orga-
nizing and hosting the 1st ever (as far as I know) District 4-A3 
administrative fundraiser.  There were Lions and guests from 
(North to South) Morro Bay, Arroyo Grande,  Santa Maria Val-
ley, Santa Maria Noontimers, Orcutt, Vandenberg Village, 
Santa Barbara Host, Carpinteria, Ventura Downtown, Oxnard 
Channel Islands, Camarillo Amber’s Light Lions, Camarillo-
Somis-Pleasant Valley Lions, Simi Valley-Moorpark, and the 
Frontier LEOs.  Also, we had the marvelous support of our past 
district governors/past council chair – PDGs Dick Kane, Stan 
Sharpe, Tony Manuel, Bill Cady, Howard Hudson, Chuck 
Cassy, Jeff Roundy, and PCC Bill Dunlevy.  If I missed any-
one, please let me know.    
   Thanks to all the Lions who supported 
this event!  Let’s make it a permanent 
part of District 4-A3’s Lions year.  Keep 
watching for more District-wide activi-
ties! 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
Lion DG Margaret Dunlevy 

District Governor’s Message 
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 Student Speaker Contest 
   Please be sure to send your student speaker club contest dates to 
District Chair Lion Sheri Hughes at sherihuges@verizon.net and 
be sure you have your zone and region dates for your student 
speaker club contest winners. The deadlines for each level are 
listed in the 4-A3 calendar at the lions4a3.org site, in the speaker 
contest booklets, and in the district roster (page 3).  
 
Contest Deadlines: February 23, 2014 for Club contests, March 
16, 2014 for Zones, and April 6, 2014 for Regions.  The District 
contest will be at our 4-A3 Convention in Santa Maria on May 3rd, 
starting approximately at 10 am.  Lion 
Sheri will share the information about the 
area contest.  The state contest will be in 
Pasadena, on June 7th.   
  
   Please be sure to coordinate your zone 
and region contest dates through Lion 
Sheri and me.  Thanks in advance!! 
 
 

District Governor’s Message 

Happy New Year to all!! 
 
   As we begin the new year let’s take pause and celebrate all we 
have accomplished thus far.   Our District under the Governorship 
of Lion Margaret has everything going for it.  Every club has had at 
least one significant fundraiser and one project under their belts at 
this time.  Many sight screenings have benefited school children 
throughout the district.  Clubs are making headway on finding and 
asking people to become Lions and serve the greater good of their 
community.  Clubs are guiding LEOS activities (our future Lions) 
and looking at creating more Leos clubs as able.  The VSP voucher 
program was utilized by a number of clubs for both youth and 
adults.  With your generous time and dollars, the Tournament of 
Roses Parade Float was a true success in bringing forward the ten-
ets of Lionism and  showing the world the heart of Lionism with 
Mateo’s Dream.  Each one of all your good efforts have been those 
pebbles into the ponds of your community, sending ripples to the 
shores.  You may never know the full extent of your actions in giv-
ing service, but know that what you do will touch the lives of those 
around you and beyond you: The true gift of being a Lion.  Let us 
gather our wisdom, build new friendships, and continue in our suc-
cesses in 2014.           
  
In Service, 
Lion Richard 
2ndVDG 

Greeting from 2nd VDG Richard 
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Sight-Screening in 
Santa Paula,  
with Friends in Sight 

    
   Mark February 8th on your calendar for the first-ever Lions 
Sight-Screening Day in Santa Paula!!  California Lions 
Friends in Sight will be there and so will as many 4-A3 Lions 
as can make it.  Check with Santa Paula Lions Club President 
Ken Ary or Secretary Gloria Ary for more details.   
 
You can reach the Arys at 
201-5929 Ken’s cell and  
canary.kg@earthlink.net 
 
 

mailto:sherihuges@verizon.net�
mailto:canary.kg@earthlink.net�


    

 
 
 

   The Allan Hancock College Lions Club is moving along, and already acting as a club, despite falling just short of the 
number needed to achieve charter status by the end of the year. They are currently recognized as a club in the eyes of the 
college, which enables them to have regular meetings on campus and participate in campus programs.  
 
   Shortly after the end of the first semester, they held their first full-fledged community event. It was an Applebee's Flap-
jack Fundraiser and proved quite successful, especially as a "first try." They also have already participated in a service 
project, purchasing and wrapping gifts for children of AHC students with limited family income. Shortly after classes 
resume, they plan to participate in the Lions Sight Conservation Foundation of Santa Maria Enchilada sales on Saturday, 
January 25!  
 
   Their first club meeting of the new year will be Thursday, January 23. They hope to reach their Charter status at this 
meeting, and then start serious planning for their Charter ceremony and dinner! Watch your emails for information about 
this momentous occasion for District 4-A3 and plan to be a part of it! 
 
   AHC Lions Club is sponsored by Zone 3, which includes the Santa Maria Sunrisers, the Santa Maria Noontimers and 
the Santa Maria Valley Lions Club. 
 
~ Lion Laura Selken 

Allan Hancock College Campus Lions Club 
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Pictured from left at Applebee's: 
Santa Maria Noontimers Lion Laura 
Selken, District Governor Margaret 
Delaney, AHC Lions Kristi Brambila, 
David Fregoe, Xiaoxiao "Eva" Bao, 
Alissa Klansky, Elene Rodriguez, 
Maryury Diaz, Ashley Wilburn and 
Monica Doss (granddaughter of 
Santa Maria Sunrisers Lion Bobby 
Doss). 

 
District Governor Margaret Dunlevy and all Lions of District 4A3; 
  
Thank you for the pleasure of serving and having the 2nd Cabinet Meeting in San 
Miguel.  What a wonderful turnout for a very rewarding fulfilled day of  
Lionism. Enjoyed by all with our traveling, visiting dignitaries.   
  

Be Who You Are, Do What You Love, Make a Difference, Change the World, Be A LION !!! 
  
Thank You 
San Miguel Lions 
Lion Terry & Mary Scantlin 



 
 
   DG Margaret is happy to announce the District 
Peace Poster Contest winner is from the Goleta Club 
and the honorable mention for District 4-A3 is from  
Fillmore.  The Goleta poster won Honorable  
Mention at the MD-4 level. DG Margaret has the 
remaining posters, so please ask people to call if 
they would like them  
 
   The topic for next year is Peace, Love, and  
Understanding.  Kits will be available as of January 
15, 2014. 

2013 Peace Poster Contest 
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 Vision Screening Totals from August through November 2013 
 
   Lion Sheri Hughes is pleased to report as of November they have screened 6,737 students with three clubs 
participating. Orcutt Lions Club gave 122 Hours with three members, Santa Maria Valley gave 202 hours of 
service with seven members, and the Santa Maria Noontimes gave 228 1/2 hours of service with three  
members.  Grand total of students with suspected vision problems was 448. Grand total of students with  
suspected vision problems with glasses was 92. Total of 22 students reported they had broken glasses.  The 
GRAND TOTAL of Service Hours for ALL 3 CLUBS was 652 Hours of Service.  The still need to screen the 
last half of the 10th Grade Students at Santa Maria High School which will take place on January 25th and the 
last half of the 10th Grade Students at Pioneer will take place sometime in February. Also, there is a good   
possibility of vision screenings in Guadalupe. 
  
Lion Sheri Hughes 
Santa Maria Valley Lions Sight  
   Conservation Foundation 
 
 
 
  
 

2013/2014 Vision Screenings Update 

Members from the  
Santa Maria Valley, Santa Maria 
Noontime & Orcutt Lions Club 



District 4-A3 Convention—Coming Soon Near You! 
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District Lions, 
   We are working hard on our District Convention.  Registration packets will be ready at our District Meeting 
in Fillmore.  We have good entertainment planned for Friday evening after dinner.  We are also looking  
forward to many clubs participating in the Food Faire, and we’ll have a theme for you in February.  Just think 
“exotic” for food choices.  The actual location will again be in the parking lot at the Radisson Hotel in Santa 
Maria.  This year we are fortunate to be able to hold our district Student Speaker Contest during the  
convention, and it will probably be Saturday morning, 10:00 am to 11:30 am.  Be sure to register early to enjoy 
all the good food, events, and our fellow Lions’ friendship. 
  
Tony Manuel, PDG 
4-A3 Convention Committee Member 

FOOD FAIR! 
   Now is the time to start planning and  
preparing for the Food Fair. Think 
“EXOTIC” as a hint to the Theme.  Time 
to get your creativity going. 

DOOR PRIZES NEEDED! 
   As many of you who have participated at 
the annual convention, part of the fun are 
the Door Prizes donated by our  
district clubs and members. 
   Again this year, we are asking for each 
club’s participation in donating door prizes 
for the Convention. 
   If you have any questions regarding Door 
Prizes, please feel free to contact IPDG 
Tony Manuel at tonymanuel@verizon.net. 

2013
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   District Meetings & 
District Activities 
 
 
 
 

January 25, 2014 at the Santa Maria Elk’s Lodge for the  
 Annual LSCFSMV Enchilada Sale 
 
February 9, 2014 in Santa Maria -- Eye Screening  
  -- District Activity 
 
February 21-22, 2014 District Meeting in Fillmore 
 
Convention - May 2-4, 2014 Santa Maria at the Radisson 
 
Council of Governors:  
 
February 12-13, 2014......... Ontario, CA; 4-L5 
June 5-8, 2014 …….............Rosemead, CA, 4-L2 
August 1-3, 2014 ................Santa Maria, CA; 4-A3 
 
 
MD-4 Conventions 
February 14-16, 2014................Ontario, CA; 4-L5 
February 20-22, 2015................Visalia, CA; 4-A2 
 
Lions Clubs International Conventions 
 
July 4-8, 2014......................................Toronto, Canada 
June 26-30, 2015..................................Honolulu, HA 
June 24-26, 2016..................................Fukuoka, Japan 
 
USA/Canada Forums 
 
September 11-13, 2014 ……………...San Juan, Puerto Rico 
September 17-19, 2015 ……………...Grand Rapids, MI 

District Key Calendar Dates 
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Lions Internatioanal 2014 Rose Float “Mateo’s Dream”  
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Lions & Leos 

Working on 

“Mateos Dream” 

Thank you to Lion Jodi 
Tellier,  Paso Robles 
Lion for sharing your 
pictures. 



Paso Robles Lions 
2014 – A Yearlong Paso Robles Celebration! 

 
   From your Lions Compatriots in the heart of Wine Coun-
try, Paso Robles Lions wishes each of you a happy, healthy 
and successful New Year!  2014 promises to be an ongoing 
celebration for our community as Paso is celebrating its 
125th anniversary.  By coincidence, this is Paso Robles Lions 
Club Diamond Jubilee – that’s 75 years of service to our 
community and our world through Lions International.  We 
are getting the new year rolling with the first of our three 
annual Sportsmanship Awards programs on January 14th.  
Each year, Paso Lions sponsor a peer recognition program 
for high school athletes selected by their teammates based 
on their contributions to the team. 
 
   We are continuing with our Scholarship program, sponsor-
ship of the annual vision screening for all elementary school 
children and our eye care assistance programs.  In addition, 
we have added hearing assistance for those in need.  2014 
will also find Lions again active in sponsoring members of 
FAA and 4H Clubs in our community.  Our annual work 
(and fun) with Paso Robles Pioneer Day Bean Feed prom-
ises to be extra special in this anniversary year. 
 
   We will be marking Flag Day this year with a very special 
Golf Tournament to be held at the beautifully redone Paso 
Robles Golf Club – that’s Saturday, June 14th.  We invite all 
of you to participate and take your swing(s) to support great 
Lions programs and services.  You’ll get your shot at some 
outstanding prizes and awards as well.  Play  will be limited 
and we do have an early bird special (just $75.00 pp) so put 
together your team(s) and join the fun! 
 
Have a Great Year! 
Dan Meinecke, President – Paso Robles Lions Club 

Club Activities and Upcoming Events 
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Paso Robles Leos & Lions Holiday 



Morro Bay Lions Ring the Bell… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
   Morro Bay Lions gave their time to ring the bell for the 
Salvation Army at the Morro Bay Post Office on four  
Saturdays from 9 am to 1 pm this past Holliday Season.  
Nine Lions provided sixteen hours of community service 
to help the Salvation Army raise funds to assist local 
needy families and individuals.  The bell ringing cam-
paign is the major annual fund raiser for the local unit of 
the Salvation Army.  Lion Wil Sowell said:  “We are 
proud we help others by putting our motto into practice:  
We Serve! 
 

Club Activities and Upcoming Events (Continued) 

Page 11 Volume 1, Issue 3—January 2014 

Lion Wil Sowell receives LCI Builders Key Award… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Morro Bay Lions President Dick Kane presented the  
prestigious LCI Builders Key Award to Lion Wil Sowell in 
recognition of his sponsoring ten new members over his 22 
years of service as a Lion.  In addition to sponsoring new 
members, Lion Wil has served in most club officers positions 
including president. He currently serves on the Board of  
Directors and is an example and mentor to our newer  
members. 
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Club Activities and Upcoming Events (Continued) 
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Nipomo Lions Club 
 
   The Nipomo Lions Club collected approximately 1,500 lbs of food and $425 in cash donated by the  
Blacklake Village Homeowners and delivered it to the Nipomo Food Basket. 
   According to Lions President, Jim Wiggins, this is our  4th annual food drive and each year the Blacklake 
Village residents step up to the plate with food and money. We are grateful for their ongoing generosity. 
   The Food Basket is located at 197 W. Tefft St. The Lions have supported this wonderful independent food 
bank that serves the Nipomo community for several years. 
 
 

   Nipomo Lions' Popular Texas Hold'em Poker 
Tournament Fundraiser Moved to Edwards Barn 
 
   Nipomo Lions will host their 3rd annual Texas 
Hold'Em Tournament Saturday, January 25, 2014, to 
help raise funds to benefit local charities. 
   According to chairman Dan Hall, "this event has  
become so popular, we decided to move it to Edwards 
Barn. We had nearly 100 players last year and expect 
even more this year". 
   Doors open at 6:00 PM with complimentary ham-
burgers, chips and soft drinks and a tutorial for folks 
who would like to learn to play Texas Hold'em. The 
Tournament will get under way at 7:00 PM and run 
until 10:00 PM. There is a $55 participant fee, which 
buys $3,000 in chips. 1st Place winner will receive a 
$500 gift certificate and bracelet. The top 10 will get 
prizes. 



Club Activities and Upcoming Events (Continued) 
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Pismo Beach Cities Lions 
   The Pismo Beach Cities Lions Club concluded the year 
2013 with a Christmas Party on Tuesday December 10th at 
Scotty's Bar and Grill in Pismo Beach. 
   Honored guests who joined us were PDG Dick Kane and 
his wife Lion Evelyn from the Morro Bay Lions; PDG 
Chuck Cassey from the Ventura Lions and Lion Mary-
Catherine Henggeler, Secretary of the Camarillo Amber's 
Light Lions.  A very special honor to have two PDG's with 
us! 
   PDG Dick Kane honored us with leading a Lions  
Induction Ceremony for five of our members:  Lion Dave 
Dahmen, Lion Kim Dahmen, Lion Susan Mistretta, Lion 
Larry Preston, and Lion Connie Rose. 
   On behalf of Immediate Past International President 
Wayne A. Madden, PDG Dick Kane presented the Pismo 
Beach Cities Lions Club with a banner patch for meeting 
membership recruiting goals of the Year-Round Growth for 
the Lions year 2012-2013. 
   On behalf of International President Barry Palmer, PDG 
Dick Kane presented Chevrons and Anniversary Awards to 
Pismo Beach Cities Lions Club Vice President Dave Dah-
men for 10 years of membership and to our Life Time 
Member John Cusano for  20 years of membership. 

Club Appreciation recognitions were expressed to Lion 
Jody Owen for her work as Treasurer, Facebook modera-
tor, Leo Club Advisor, her volunteering and bring other 
volunteers to the club; and to Lion Susan Mistretta for 
her work with student volunteers, assisting with the Leo 
Club, connections with referrals for eye glasses, her 
countless hours of volunteering for the club and selfless 
giving of her talents and time. 
   We especially would like to thank all the Lions who 
joined us with visitations in 2013 and were able to come 
to our events to support us.  We look forward to visiting 
you in 2014. 
   A recap of 2013 events for the PBCLC include:  4 
Sweet Sunday Bake Sales, 10 Pancake Breakfasts held at 
the club, 2 Pancake Breakfast off site (Dinosaur Caves 
and Oceano Airport), 7 Club Rentals, 5 off site bar ser-
vices. 
   It's been a busy year and we move forward with the 
hope of adding more members, being able to help more in 
our community, and contributing  to Lions Club projects. 
 
Onward in 2014! 



Club Activities and Upcoming Events (Continued) 

Santa Maria Noontimers 
 
Peace Essay wins at MD-4 Level for second year in a 
row:  The Santa Maria Noontimers once again submitted 
an entry in the annual Lions Clubs International Peace Es-
say Contest. The theme this year was “Our World, Our Fu-
ture.”  The essay was written by Jada Thomas, a student at 
Vandenberg Middle School who is served by the Santa Bar-
bara County Education Office, Program for the Visually 
Impaired. After initially being named the winner for Dis-
trict 4-A3, Jada has now been chosen as the Multiple Dis-
trict 4 winner! Her essay has been sent directly to LCI for 
judging at the international level with the winner to be an-
nounced no later than Feb. 1. As you may recall, our essay 
writer from last year (Clarissa Garcia) won at the MD-4 
Level, as well!! 
 
 
 Annual Donation Made to Braille Institute 
 
    In December, the Santa Maria Noontimers presented 
their annual donation to the Santa Maria branch of the 
Santa Barbara Braille Institute Center. The money assists 
the center with providing the visually impaired clients with 
a wide variety of services, including teaching crafts of all 
kinds, conducting discussions of current event, teaching 
independent living skills for in the home and out in the 
community, playing games and of course providing lots of 
fun and companionship. Several Noontimers enjoyed a de-
licious potluck lunch (where we provided the baked 
chicken) and viewed a computer slide show of all the ac-
tivities from the past year. In addition, we were invited to 
join in the craft project of the day ~ painting silk handker-
chiefs that we were able to take home!  

 
 
  
Pictured is President 
Richard Hall beginning to 
paint his handkerchief. 
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Noontimers Help Honor Veterans 
 
   The Santa Maria Noontimers participated in Michael 
B. Clayton’s 13th Annual Veterans Day Free BBQ in No-
vember, something they have done for many years now. 
In the recent past, we distributed cold beverages to all 
the attendees. However, this year, Mr. Clayton asked if 
we could actually provide the bottled water, in addition 
to serving it. We naturally said yes, and set out to find a 
donor. We received an extremely generous offer from 
Coca Cola Sales of Santa Maria who provided nearly 
2000 bottles of Dasani water for us to give away at NO 
COST. We are always honored to be a part of this event, 
which provides a free meal to all active and past veterans 
and their families, and more than half of our members 
took part! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured from left are just a few of the members: Ron Selken, 
Paul Goyette, Carol Haynes,Roger Selken and Jill Caldwell.  



Club Activities and Upcoming Events (continued) 
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Santa Maria Sunrisers Lions 
 
During the month of December, the Santa Maria Sunrisers Lions were presented with several opportunities to provide 
help to the community of Santa Maria.   

 
 
      The Sunrisers decided to “adopt” a family through CALM (Child Abuse and Listen-
ing, Mediation) for the holidays.  We adopted a family of five members.  The Sunrisers 
club presented a gift card of $100 from Foods Company to the family.  Individual mem-
bers of the club also delivered gifts for the family members, three of whom were children 
under 10 years of age, using the wish list provided by CALM.  This was the first year that 
CALM hosted the program. Since the holidays are now past, CALM has communicated to 
us that it was a very successful endeavor and the families were very grateful for the out-
pouring of gifts.   
 
 

       
During December the Sunrisers also chose to assist the CalSAFE 
program at Santa Maria High School.  This program has as its focus, 
assisting student parents to complete their high school educations at 
a minimum and encourages them to explore education beyond high 
school.  Jennifer Thomas of CalSAFE spoke to us in May of 2013 
and requested help on a couple of important items.  CalSAFE is 
looking for adults, especially males, who have successfully navi-
gated life’s trials to come to the program and speak to the students.  
This is to give the students some sense of hope that they can survive 
and succeed as parents and scholars.  At least one member of the 
Sunrisers is to present their life story to the students as requested 
during the month of February. Further, the program takes the students on a field trip at the end of the school year to the 
Santa Barbara Zoo.  Many of these students have never been out of Santa Maria, let alone to the zoo or even to see the 
ocean.  The Sunrisers will host a fundraiser designed to pay for the trip.  We will recruit the students in the program to 
assist in this effort.  The funds raised will pay for the trip and anything over and above that cost will be split between 
the Lions and the program.   
 
Club Student Speaker Contest:  David Alderete, Student Speaker Chairperson, has announced that the Sunrisers’ Stu-
dent Speaker Contest will be held at Santa Maria High School cafeteria on February 18, 2014.  The contest will begin at 
6:00 p.m. and doors will close at 5:45 p.m..  For more information, please contact Lion David Alderete at  
805-478-6697. 
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Orcutt Lions Club 
 
   The Orcutt Lions took 1st place in the “Silver Pull 
Tab” Contest at the Cabinet Meeting in San Miguel – 
contributing 77 lbs which  is 92,400 pull tabs.  The 
Orcutt Union School District – Campus Connection 
were the main contributors giving the Orcutt Lions the 
Pull Tabs.  (The Pull tabs were collected from all 5 
schools quiet awhile ago for a contest and nothing was 
ever done with them. So Lion Sheri talked to the head 
Campus Connection Supervisor stating that the Lions 
were collecting Pull Tabs for the Ronald McDonald 
House.  They were very gracious and gave the Orcutt 
Lions the Pull Tabs. 
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Picture of student from Patterson Rd Elementary and Lion Sheri 
with just a couple of the tubs of the Pull Tabs – Picture taking in 
the parking lot of the Orcutt Campus Connection District Office. 

Don’t forget to bring your Pull Tabs 
To the next District Meeting! 

If you have any questions, contact 
Lion Barbara Penney 

barbarapenney@rocketmail.com 



 
Vandenberg Village Lions Work To Make Life 
Better For All This Season! 
 
   The Vandenberg Village Lions Club members have been 
busy doing their favorite thing – generously giving our 
time and resources to our community. Lion Dana Norris 
spearheaded the Keeping Lompoc Warm project which 
aims to keep our City's homeless and low-income resi-
dents warm and toasty during the cold winter months. 
Over 400 articles of clothing were handed over to the 
Good Samaritan Homeless Program for distribution in mid
-November.  
 
  The Lompoc Food Pantry is benefitting from the gener-
osity of Vandenberg Village Lions members as well. Pro-
ject Manager Lion Kendal Leslie has already made one 
sizeable donation to the Food Pantry and another donation 
of food and cash donations by members will be made very 
soon. 
 
   Santa’s helpers also assisted in the annual Salvation 
Army bell-ringing on December 14th. Lions Rob Glasgow, 
Jerry and Barbara Nyman, Gail Petersen-Latipow, Janice 
Hawkins, Dana Norris, and Ann McCarty supported this 
project. 
 
   Lions Recycle for Sight, chaired by Lion Wally Waldau, 
continues to collect used eyeglasses for recycling. Collec-
tion boxes can be found at several locations in the Village 
including Rabobank, the Village Coffee Stop, Coast Hills 
FCU, the Village Country Club, the Village Library and 
more. 
 
   The Vandenberg Village Lions are also known to have a 
passion for the men and women who serve to keep us free, 
and the holiday season was the perfect time to show them 
we care in several different ways. The club donated to the 
HO HO Wagon, which provides food for the active duty 
personnel stationed at Vandenberg Air Force Base that had 
to work on Christmas Eve. Lions David &Rachel Ybarra 
selflessly spent their time cooking for the men and women 
who so proudly serve us, packaged the food up and deliv-
ered it to the 200 or so Airmen at Vandenberg on Christ-
mas day.  The Club supported Lions David and Rachel 
and their efforts by making a $200 donation to this cause.   
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Club Activities and Upcoming Events (continued) 

   For the 3rd year the club provided two needy Airmen 
with gift cards to the Commissary on the base. We know 
too well the struggles that some families have during the 
holidays, especially the young Airmen who are so far 
away from home.  This year, an additional $500 dona-
tion was made to one of the Airmen whose circum-
stances this year are particularly hard.  With four chil-
dren and an upcoming permanent change of station to 
Korea, it was recognized that SSgt Hill could use some 
extra help.  The Club presented the Commissary gift 
card to SSgt Hill along with the check for $500 on De-
cember 18th at her place of work at Vandenberg.  With 
her four children in attendance, the Club then gave each 
child a gift pack containing toys that had been gener-
ously donated by Club members.  As they unwrapped 
the gifts, with tears in her eyes, we could feel the grati-
tude in the room.  At that moment, Lions Art Hill, Rob 
Glasgow, David Ybarra, and Ann McCarty knew that 
the mission of the VVLC was met. Soon to be Lion 
Tami Ojwan also donated four $25 gift cards on behalf 
of her place of work, The Meridian.  She is already dem-
onstrating that she has the “Heart of a Lion”.   Finally, in 
December, the Club also supported the Village Dirt 
Bags, a bicycle club, by providing a bicycle and helmet 
to a child of a deployed airman. 
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For the Troops! 
We will have a presentation at our in Fillmore, at our 3rd District meeting, on Saturday, February 22nd.  This is a group that collects 
items for our deployed armed forces.  The list below reflects items that the group needs on a regular basis.  Lions Barbara Penney 
and Secretary Kathy Strange both volunteer and pack the boxes for our troops at the Simi Valley-based organization. 
 AA and AAA batteries  packets of tissues   small containers of baby wipes 
 cotton swabs   hand sanitizers   safety razors 
 books – paperbacks  oatmeal packets   crossword puzzles/word searches 
 hand-held games   lip balm    small cans of tuna 
 peanut butter and jelly  
Small sizes of all items are best.  However, if the item can be divided into smaller amounts, like the cotton swabs, then a large  
quantity is all right.  The group also creates separate boxes just for our female service personnel, so sanitary items are appreciated.  
Nail polish and lipstick are both very popular. 
 
Please ask your club members to contribute and bring items listed above that we can donate to this group.  We will have large boxes 
to collect the items. 
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Check out the  

Lions District 4-A3 Website 

at www.lions4a3.org 
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2013/2014 District 4-A3 Newsletter Editor 
Lion Juanita Nichols 
Santa Maria Sunrisers  
 
Comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. 
Contact information: 
E-mail :  jjnichols55@gmail.com 
Home Number:  (805) 349-8910 
 
Upcoming Deadlines for future 
Newsletter Articles/Information/Pictures/Events, etc. 
 
4th Newsletter—Cut-off:  March 22, 2014  to Publish: April 2nd  
 
Please send articles in one of the following formats: 
Pictures/Graphics: Please send in jpeg format. 
Write-ups/Articles:  preferably in Word format. PDF is O.K. 
Send all materials to my e-mail:  jjnichols55@gmail.com 
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